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School Staff & Student Decision Tree
The following decision tree was created for families, students, and staff to better understand the steps that 
should be taken if an individual develops symptoms. Close contacts who are up to date with vaccination 
(including boosters for those eligible) are not required to quarantine and are encouraged (not required) to 
test 5 days after exposure or at onset of symptoms. Exposed contacts who are not up to date with COVID-19 
vaccinations are recommended to continue to attend school wearing a well-fitting mask for 10 days and be 
tested at day five following the exposure

Are you experiencing symptoms of COVID-19? 
Please see the qualifying symptoms on the previous page COVID-19 Symptoms.

No Yes AND   
NOT Tested

Yes AND  
POSITIVE test

No BUT  
POSITIVE test

Continue going  
to school, unless 
close contact 
with an infectious 
individual (see 
Close Contacts – 
bottom right)

If at home, stay 
at home and 
get tested for 
COVID-19

If at school: 
1. 	Tell your teacher  
	 or supervisor  
	 immediately 
2 .	Go to isolation  
	 unit until you can  
	 leave school or  
	 get picked up as  
	 soon as possible

Stay home until 24 hours fever-free and with 
improved symptoms

Notify school and stay home until 
released from isolation (5 days after 
symptom onset, 24 hours fever-free, 
and with improved symptoms)

Test result is NEGATIVE
(Or no test result) 

Test result is POSITIVE 

*See definition of Close Contact on page 3.
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GET TESTED  
(strongly encouraged)  

Call your doctor. If you do not have a 
doctor, call the NMDOH hotline for help at 

1-855-600-3453

Symptoms in a Recovered Individual: If a person is positive for COVID-19, completes their self-isolation, recovers, and then develops 
new COVID-like symptoms within 90 days of their first infection, they should stay home until fever-free for at least 24 hours without fever-
reducing medication and with improvement in symptoms. They may consider consulting their healthcare provider for additional guidance.
If a person who was positive for COVID-19 more than 90 days ago develops new COVID-like symptoms, they should follow the same 
guidance as for someone who was never previously a case.

Continue 
going  
to school

Continue going to school.
Wear well-fitting mask for 
10 days. Test at five days. 

Have you been in CLOSE CONTACT* 
with a confirmed case during  

their infectious period,  
in school or out of school? 

CLOSE CONTACTS

No Yes


