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NEW SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS, MANY YEARS OVERDUE, READY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

NM PUBLIC EDUCATION DEPARTMENT LEADING MONTHS-LONG PROJECT 

SANTA FE —The Public Education Department is accepting comments on updated social studies 
standards written by dozens of New Mexico educators to ensure all children have the tools they need to 
be college, career and civic ready. 
Written comments may be submitted through 5 p.m. Friday, Nov. 12: 

• By email to rule.feedback@state.nm.us 
• By regular mail addressed to John Sena, Policy Division, New Mexico Public Education 

Department, 300 Don Gaspar Ave., Room 121, Santa Fe, NM, 87501. 
• By fax to 505-827-6520. 

The public may speak about the proposed standards as well as two other proposed rule changes at a 
public hearing from 1-3 p.m. Nov. 12 in Mabry Hall in the Jerry Apodaca Education Building, 300 Don 
Gaspar Ave. in Santa Fe. Speakers will have up to 3 minutes each to comment. 
“This is the first full review of our social studies standards in 20 years, so it is beyond time for this 
update,” Public Education Secretary Designate Kurt Steinhaus said. “To keep the curriculum relevant, we 
regularly review what we’re teaching in every subject and incorporate new developments. In social 
studies, that includes a fuller understanding of the many cultures that together make New Mexico 
unique.” 
 
Social studies standards writing teams made up of New Mexico educators from across the state 
concluded their work in July. The standards are now subject to the state’s rule-making process, which 
requires public notice of the proposed rule change, a minimum 30-day public comment period and a 
public hearing. The comment period for this rule is 46 days. 
 
The revision work began in July 2020, nearly a year before a report released by the Thomas B. Fordham 
Institute rated New Mexico’s current civics standards mediocre and U.S. history standards inadequate. 
“We already knew that and were working to produce state-of-the-art standards, but the process cannot 
be rushed,” Steinhaus said of the state’s ratings. “We have a defined process for updating standards in 
every discipline, and we are following that process to the letter.” 
 
The Fordham report was the work of a bipartisan team of veteran educators and subject-matter experts 
with deep knowledge of content standards in their respective fields who evaluated civics and U.S. 
history standards for all 50 states for content, rigor, organization and clarity. 
 
Standards, which define what children are expected to learn by the end of a school year, are typically 
updated about every 10 years. The standards for science were updated in the summer of 2018. The New 
Mexico social studies standards were adopted in March 1997 and were last revised in 2001. 
The new social studies standards will align with a court order in the Yazzie-Martinez consolidated 
lawsuit, which required the state to provide students with an education that is culturally relevant for 
New Mexico, where 46% of the population is Hispanic, 9% is Native American and 34% of households 
speak a non-English language at home. 
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The careful work of developing new standards began when the Public Education Department convened 
committees of statewide stakeholders, including higher education experts in the social studies 
disciplines, classroom teachers and tribal education directors, to identify areas that needed updating. 
Through a competitive bidding process, the Public Education Department hired the American Institutes 
for Research in January to help a citizen committee write the actual standards based on those 
principles. The American Institutes for Research has supported numerous other states in the updates to 
their social studies standards. 
 
The writers were New Mexico social studies teachers in K-12 schools from across the state who 
responded to an open call for members of the writing committee. 
 
“The writing team was composed of a tremendously diverse group of educators representing every 
region of New Mexico,” said John Rodarte, a teacher at San Diego Riverside Charter School serving 
Jemez Pueblo. “Using an open and transparent process, the writers relied on the strength of that 
diversity to create revisions to the standards that mirror our unity as a community of learners in New 
Mexico. We were all honored to participate in this effort.” 
 
“All these educators worked tirelessly during the spring semester and during their summer break under 
pandemic conditions because they really want New Mexico to have the best possible social studies 
standards, representative of all of New Mexico’s students,” said Jacqueline Costales, the PED’s division 
director of Curriculum and Instruction. 
 
Following the hearing and public-comment period, feedback will be considered and incorporated as 
needed, leading to a final rule that the department will file with the New Mexico State Records Center 
and Archives. 
 
The department’s goal is to release the new standards early in 2022 along with professional 
development modules that districts can use to begin training teachers to incorporate the new standards 
in the curriculum — the day-to-day instruction students receive. Full implementation would follow in 
the 2022-2023 school year. 
 
Read the standards and other information on the department’s Social Studies Standards update 
webpage. 
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